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SYSTEM HAVING THEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve efficiency in a port to which a 
protocol processing device is connected and to reduce the load on a 
protocol processor of the protocol processing device. 
SOLUTION: Circuit interfaces 100, 101 or 102 references header 
information of received data and a forwarding table. In the case that the 
transmission destination of the received data is the circuit interface, the 
port number of a port to which the circuit interface is connected is 
added to the received data and the resulting data are outputted to a 
switch 103, and in the case that the transmission destination of the 
received data is a multi-protocol processing device 104, the port number 
of a port to which the multi-protocol processing unit 104 is connected 
and a processor identifier of a protocol processor handling the data are 
added to the received data and the resulting data are outputted to the 
switch 103. The multi-protocol processing device 104 uses the protocol 
processor to be identified by the processor identifier to process the 
data. 
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